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V. Flowennq in mid to Lite Marc h lliiough May, with caryopses in June

{R.Ferreyra 14577).
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three distinct locations: mmi tne southern end ol die Cordilleia Planca (type locality in

Provincia Recuay),neai I knyLis [LToviih la I luavinbeind near Bambas (Provincia Corongo),

just north of the LmdilL i i 'n 1
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rocky slopes at mid elevations (2200-3220 m) associated with xerophytic plants such as:

Aij,i\A', oeeimekm/b enemy /eye, lei hi, \ hiuico, ami nil km sluubby Astern car.

Additional specimens examined: PERU. Departamento Ancash: Provincia Corongo, 7 km NWof

YupanonroadtowdidsB.n hi i Me <
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7 km NWof Bambas, 2710 m, 26 Mar 1997 .Peterson & Refulio Rodriguez 13919 (US, USM); Provincia

Huaylas, between Cara in Muallan i
DO )0 m lun 62 J i4,7 7 (USM): between

Huaylas and el Callejon, 2-100 ,]S00 m,3 lun b)62,/?.bssnym 14594 (USM).

LEAF ANATOMY
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1/5 to 1/2 as deep as the thickness of the blade adaxiallv and usually less than 1/5 as

a single primaiv e it ndle.Pei blade thei i I mm i cular bundles and

20-28 secondary and I bin i ul n bun Ik dm 1 i U iiee secondary or ter-
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Characters £ ancashensis E. magna

Culm heights 26-84^ ZIoL
Blades, lengths

"hi. /idth

(6-)10-22(-26)cm
1-2.5i 0)mm 3 7 mm

Inflorescence lengths

•"»
10-20(-38)cm

1.5-11 cm, spreading

30-50 cm
12-20 cm, ascending

scending

Spikelet lengths

Spikclet vvidihs 2-4.5 mm 2- 2.3 mm
Rachilla vestiture ciliate,hairsupto1.5mm

strongly flattened mosttmr;
eoflemma'

2 mm

:>mrna lengths

nther lengths

present in the vascular bundles surrounding the xylem and phloem. Chlorenchyma cells

radiate just outside the parenchyma bundle sheath cells and are often contiguous be-

tween adjacent bundles forming a loosely radiate arrangement (PCK-like).One to four

rows of sclerenchyma fibers form the abaxial and adaxial girders which are wide near

the epidermis and narrow toward the vascular bundle. Sclerenchyma fibers form a nar-

row and very pointed projection along the margin of blade.

DISCUSSION

since the majority of these species are PCK-like and perennial (Van den Borre & Watson

1 994). Wesuspect that the closest sister to the new species is E. magna (Hitchcock 1 927)

since it shares many features, e.g., dark green and plumbeous-spotted spikelets with a

ciliate rachilla (reduced to a tuft of hairs below each floret in £ magna), very few culm

nodes (one or two), and rectangular-prismatic caryopses. Eragrostis ancashensis differs

from E.magna by 15 characteristics (seeTable 1),most notably: shorter culms (26-84 cm

tall); shorter and narrower leaf blades [(6-) 10-22 (-26) cm long x 1-2.5(-3.0) mmwide];

shorter panicles [1 0-20(-38) cm long];shorter branches (1 .5-1 1 cm long) that are widely

spreading;ovate spikelets (3-6.1 mmlong x 2-4.5 mmwide) with a long ciliate (the hairs



up to 1.5 mmlot

1.2-2.0 mmlong.

Anothet possible sistei to the new species miqht be F. macrothyrsa Hack., men-

tioned by Hitchon I- I i h in th i
-
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from E.ancashen A I ntill lit I i
t ill n till (20-45 cm long x

4-15 mmwide) lone p ml 1> nl n I h i pi 1
' mmlong), shorter

lemmas (1.5-2 mmlong), and shoilei anthem (O.n I mmlong). I he distribution of E.

p occurring in Paraguay (type), Brazil, and Bolivia.

specimens from 7 km NWof Bambas (Peterson & Refulio Rodriguez 13919) and between

Carazand Huallanea i/t ',.'ve ' A in t lllm mot- ml hi t individuals with less pubes-

uiHt'ihin heitt ti I lei on the blades, sheath

slightly smaller florets, and shorter hairs present on the rac

from Provincia Huaylas (Ferreya 14577 & 14594) have less h
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